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Abstract

Immigration remains a contentious issue worldwide, often sparking debates about cul-
tural integration and social cohesion. This study investigates how anti-immigration
policies influence the cultural assimilation of immigrant populations, focusing on the
2014 Swiss popular initiative “Against Mass Immigration.” Approved by 50.3% of vot-
ers, the initiative symbolized public hostility toward immigration and imposed new
employment restrictions on EU migrants. Using the full Swiss registry data, we ana-
lyze migrant responses in terms of residential patterns, marital decisions, fertility, and
assimilation choices. Difference-in-differences estimates comparing temporary EU mi-
grants to other immigrants unaffected by the policy allow us to isolate the economic
effects from those of increased perceived discrimination. Results suggest that nativist
immigration policies reduce internal migrant mobility, foster desegregation, and reduce
fertility. Yet we find no evidence of either reduced or increased cultural assimilation
efforts. Our findings contribute to debates on whether nativist policy fosters assimila-
tion or reinforces ethnic identity, offering insights into the impact of negative economic

incetives on immigrant integration.
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